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The earliest evidence of humans in South Asia dates back two million years. India is a land of ancient civilization. India's social, economic, and cultural structures are the products of a long process of regional expansion. Indian history begins with the birth of the Indus Valley Civilization and the coming of the Aryans. These two phases are usually described as the pre-Vedic and Vedic age. Hinduism arose in the Vedic period. 
The fifth century saw the unification of India under Ashoka, who had converted to Buddhism, and it is in his reign that Buddhism spread in many parts of Asia. In the eighth century Islam came to India for the first time and by the eleventh century had firmly established itself in India as a political force. It resulted into the formation of the Delhi Sultanate, which was finally succeeded by [abgelöst werden von] the Mughal Empire, under which India once again achieved a large measure of political unity. 
Vasco da Gama when landed at Calicut, sailing via the Cape of Good Hope in 1498, marked the beginning of the European era in Indian history. The Portuguese by the 16th Century had already established their colony in Goa. In the next century, India was visited by a large number of European travelers - Italians, Englishmen, Frenchmen and Dutchmen. They were drawn to India for different reasons. Some were traders, others adventurers, and quite a few fired by the missionary zeal [missionarischer Eifer] to find converts to Christianity. Eventually England, France, the Netherlands and Denmark founded East India Companies.
During the late 16th and the 17th Centuries, these companies competed with each other fiercely. By the last quarter of the 18th Century the English had established themselves as the dominant power in India. The British administered India for a period of about two centuries and brought about revolutionary changes in the social, political and the economic life of the country. Once the British had consolidated their power, commercial exploitation of the natural resources and native labor [einheimische Arbeitskräfte] became ruthless [skrupellos]. By the middle of the 19th Century arrogant exploitation of the people had tried the patience of the Indians to the limit. The Rebellion of 1857-58, which attempted to restore [wiederherstellen] Indian supremacy, was crushed; and with the subsequent crowning of Victoria as Empress of India, the incorporation of India into the empire was complete. 
With increasing invasion of foreigners in their lives, a group of middle-class Indians formed the Indian National Congress (1885) - a society of English educated affluent [wealthy] professionals - to seek reforms from the British. The anticolonial struggle became truly a mass movement with the arrival of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (1869 - 1948) in 1915, who had suffered great humiliation in South Africa due to the policy of racial discrimination and later committed to rid his motherland of the ills of foreign rule. [er schwor, sein Mutterland von den Missständen der Fremdherrschaft frei zu machen]
Successive campaigns had the effect of driving the British out of India in 1947, when the independent nations of Pakistan (East and West) and India were formed out of the British empire. The partition [Aufteilung] of the subcontinent into separate nation-states is accompanied by tremendous violence. In 1971, East and West Pakistan divided into Pakistan and Bangladesh. Although relations among these nation-states are often tense, they share many cultural, as well as historical, ties. 
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