USA – still the global superpower?
50 states
capital: Washington DC
9,8 mio km2
327 mio people
national language: English
currency: 
US Dollar $
Donald Trump
Mike Pence










 


[image: ]



History recap 
Long before European colonialization started, people from Asia immigrated to US territory. At around 1600, European settlers from countries like Spain, France and Great Britain started to form colonies in the United States. During that time, slaves from Africa were brought to the US. Slavery proved to be more prominent in the southern territories.
Over the time, the thirteen British colonies in the US became more and more dissatisfied with the rule from overseas Great Britain. Consequently, armed conflicts between Britain and its American colonies emerged, resulting in the American Revolutionary war. It ended in 1776 with the declaration of independence and the birth of United States of America.
During the next 100 years, the United States territory expanded vastly due to displacement of Native Americans and other territorial wars. From 1861 to 1865, the American Civil War between northern and southern States almost lead to a division of the Union. The main issue of conflict was slavery, as northern states wanted to abolish it, but southern states did not. In 1865, slavery was finally prohibited, and black Americans formally got citizenship and the right to vote.
Because of its role in the Spanish-American war and World War I, the United States lived up to the expectations of being a global military power. After World War II, there was little doubt that the US are one of the world’s leading superpowers. It was the first country to develop nuclear weapons and the only one to use them in warfare. 
After WWII, the tensions and opposing views between the Soviet Union and the United States and their respective allies resulted in an arms race called Cold War. There were no direct confrontations between the two global powers, but lots of proxy wars (Korea, Vietnam, …). The two nations also competed in the so-called Space Race which peaked in 1969 with the American Apollo 11 mission that first landed humans on the moon. In 1991, the collapse of the Soviet Union marked the end of the Cold War and from then on, the US was seen as the world’s sole superpower. Fulfilling that role, the United States intervened in numerous conflicts across the world, especially during the “war on terrorism” after 9/11. Its invasion into Muslim countries like Afghanistan and Iraq resulted in disapproval of the US in the Muslim world.


Vocabulary:
arms race = Wettrüsten
proxy war = Stellvertreterkrieg 





Political System
Federal republic and a representative democracy 
The US is one of the world’s oldest democracy. It is a federal republic and a (representative) presidential democracy. That means that the president is both head of state and head of government. American citizens indirectly elect the president and vice president to a four-year term. The president of the US is one of the most powerful politicians worldwide. Administration (AE for government) and parliament are located in Washington DC.
US Constitution
The US constitution is as well one of the oldest that is still in power today. It dates back to 1787. Its characteristic is a separation of power into three branches: legislative, executive, and judicature. They are independently of one another, but are in constant checks and balances.
[image: ]
The legislative contains the Congress, which is divided into the House of Representatives and the Senate. Laws are counseled and passed in the Congress. The members of both chambers are directly elected. 
The executive consists of the President and its Vice President. The president is not allowed to initiate laws but makes sure that those laws are implemented and is the commander-in-chief of the military. The President’s cabinet is made up of 15 secretaries, which the president choses, the chief of staff and some other representatives. The two main parties in the US are the democratic and republican party.

Match the word with its correct definition and if needed, add the German translation.
	1. [bookmark: _Hlk25653502]to elect

	
	Bundesstaat/Bundesland

	2. federal republic

	
	The administration of justice, as by judges or courts.

	3. administration/government
	
	A union of partially self-governing provinces, states, or regions under a central federal government.

	4. separation of powers
	
	(in certain countries) a head of a government department

	5. legislature

	
	to vote

	6. executive

	
	The branch of a government responsible for putting decisions or laws into effect.

	7. judicature
	
	The group of people with the authority to govern a country or state.

	8. checks and balances
	
	Under this model, a state's government is divided into branches, each with separate and independent powers and areas of responsibility.

	9. federal state
	
	The branch of government having the power to make laws.

	10. secretary
	
	a system that allows each branch of a government to amend or veto acts of another branch so as to prevent any one branch from exerting too much power




QUESTIONS:
1. Describe in your own words the functions of the three branches.




2. Who is currently the 45th president of the United States?



3. Contrast the political system of the USA with the Austrian one.



USA – the world’s leading economy

its population is 4% of the world total, but holds 
31 % of the total wealth in the world
world’s largest economy by nominal GDP

world’s largest importer, second largest exporter of goods

a leading political, cultural, and scientific force



literacy rate is around 99 %
it is the foremost military power in the world – 1/3 of global military spending



HDI: 0,924 (13th)
GDP per capita: $ 62,869 (11th)



most billionaires worldwide
Highest CO2 emission per person



GINI: 41,5 % (56th)
unemployment rate October 2019: 3,6 %



employment in primary sector: 1,4 %
secondary sector: 19,4 %
tertiary sector: 79,1 %
people who have less than $ 1,9 per day: 1,2 %



the richest 20 % of the population earn almost half of the total income
the poorest 20 % only 3,5 % of the total income
economic system: neoliberal market economy




Even though the United States are the country with the most billionaires, the distribution of wealth is unequal. The income of the poorer 20 % decreased over the last couple of years. Most badly affected are African Americans and Hispanics. Around 15 % of Americans live below the poverty line. To make matters worse, the United States have no mandatory health insurance, resulting in very high costs when a person needs medical treatment.

Match the following definitions and add the German translations.
	HDI (Human Development Index)


	
	This tool measures how fair or unfair a country’s distribution of income and wealth is. It uses a scale from 0 to 1. Zero represents perfect equality (everyone having the same income), while 1 represents perfect inequality (one person receiving all the income)

	GDP (Gross domestic product) 


	
	This is a statistical tool used to measure a country's overall achievement in its social and economic dimensions. The social and economic dimensions of a country are based on the health of people, their level of education attainment and their standard of living.

	GINI 
	
	This is a monetary measure of the market value of all the final goods and services produced in a specific time period.
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Defense spending
For the first time since 2010, there was a raise by 4,6 %. in defense spending in the US. 
Defense spending in the United States are therefore almost as high as the spending of the following eight states together: China, Saudi Arabia, India, France, Russia, Great Britain, Germany and Japan. 
The US spend 3,2 % of their GNP on military. The leading nation is Saudi Arabia wit 8,8 % of their GNP, followed by Russia with 3,9% and the United States. The global average is 2,1% and Austria spends 0,6 % of the GNP.
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Language Help:
This graph shows…
The diagram outlines…
to go up:
increase, rise, rocket, climb, grow, go up, soar, a rise, an increase, growth, an upward trend, a jump
to go down:
decrease, drop, decline, fall, go down, slump, plummet, a decline, a downward trend
no change:
remain stable/steady/constant
at the top: reach a peak, reach its highest point
at the bottom: reach/hit a low (point)
to increase by X%, a rise from X to Y













Questions:
1. Why is there an increase in the US’ defense spending? Come up with possible reasons.





2. You surely have heard of the term “American Dream”. Is this dream achievable for all US citizens? Take the statistics into account. Check the Language Help Box for appropriate terminology.
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Sources:
http://www.bpb.de/internationales/amerika/usa/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://www.kapiert.de/englisch/klasse-9-10/land-leute/landeskunde-grossbritannien/das-politische-system-in-grossbritannien-usa/
https://wko.at/statistik/laenderprofile/lp-usa.pdf
http://ebook-px.veritas.at/41534/files/assets/basic-html/index.html#190
https://de.statista.com/statistik/daten/studie/150664/umfrage/anteil-der-militaerausgaben-am-bip-ausgewaehlter-laender/
http://www.oecd.org/berlin/presse/aktuelle-zahlen-zu-oeffentlichen-sozialausgaben-23012019.htm
https://inequality.org/facts/wealth-inequality/
https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000102208743/weltweite-militaerausgaben-auf-neuem-hoch



public social spendings % of GDP 2018

social spendings	
France	Austria	OECD	United States	31.2	26.6	20.100000000000001	18.7	


Ethnic Groups

Verkauf	
White	African American	Asian	Other/Multiracial	Native Americans	Pacific Islanders	76.5	13.4	5.9	2.7	1.3	0.2	

Religion

Verkauf	
Christian	Unaffiliated	Jewish	Muslim	Other	73	21.3	2.1	0.8	1.3	
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Tabelle1

				Verkauf

		White		76.5

		African American		13.4

		Asian		5.9

		Other/Multiracial		2.7

		Native Americans		1.3

		Pacific Islanders		0.2
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