1949: The Communist Revolution. Mao Zedong, having led the Communists to victory against the Nationalists after more than 20 years of civil war, proclaims the founding of the People's Republic of China. It began with optimism and held power for decades. After Mao’s death, steps toward political reform were put on hold. 

It’s hard to say how old Chinese culture actually is, but it’s one of the oldest that still has a presence in the modern world. Legends claim that the earliest rulers in China were the Xia Dynasty, from 2100 to 1600 B.C. For the next thousands of years, different Dynasties ruled China.
1911: The End of the Empire. The Qing empire fell in 1911 and China became a republic.





1992: The International Monetary Fund (IMF) ranks China's economy as third largest in the world after the US and Japan.
one-child policy 
This was a program in China that was implemented nationwide by the Chinese government in 1980 in order to limit most Chinese families to one child each. The policy was enacted to address the growth rate of the country’s population, which the government viewed as being too rapid. The policy was enforced by methods like offering financial perks for families who followed the rules, providing contraceptives [birth control methods], and implementing forced sterilizations and forced abortions. In late 2015 the government announced that the one-child limit per family would end in 2016.




CHINA

2001 - China joins the World Trade Organization.
2016 - Economic growth in 2015 falls to lowest rate in 25 years (6.9%, down from 7.3% in 2014), and International Monetary Fund predicts further deceleration over next two years.


2006: Government says pollution has degraded China's environment to a critical level, threatening health and social stability.

2003 - Launch of China's first manned spacecraft: Astronaut Yang Liwei is sent into space.


2010 - China posts a 17.7% rise in exports in December, suggesting it has overtaken Germany as the world's biggest exporter.


2011 - China formally overtakes Japan to become the world's second-largest economy.


2018 - China announces it will impose 25% trade tariffs on a list of 106 US goods, including soybeans, cars, and orange juice, in retaliation for similar US tariffs on about 1,300 Chinese products.

2019 since June - Hong Kong sees anti-government and pro-democracy protests, involving violent clashes with police, against a proposal to allow extradition [Auslieferung] to mainland China.




top 1 % of population: possess more than 33% of total wealth

the bottom 25 % possess 1 % of total wealth
people who have less than $ 1,90 per day: 0.7%
unemployment rate: 3,9 %
literacy rate: 98,2 %


HDI: 0,752 (86th)

economic system: 
socialist market economy
GDP per capita: 9.580 $ (72)


GINI Index: 42,2 % 
(income)

GINI Index: 81,9 % 
(wealth)
economic growth 2019: 8,3 %



Sources:
https://www.britannica.com/topic/one-child-policy
https://www.history.com/topics/china/china-timeline
https://www.pbs.org/education/blog/9-auspicious-dates-that-shaped-chinas-history
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-13017882
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/in_depth/china_politics/government/html/1.stm
https://www.handelszeitung.ch/konjunktur/china-extreme-ungleichheit-bei-der-vermoegensverteilung-645016


CHINA – AN EMERGING SUPERPOWER
9,6 mio km²
capital: Bejing
[bookmark: _GoBack]most populous country – 1,39 billion people

People's Republic of China
Standard Chinese
currency: Renminbi
president: Xi Jinping
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Political System – a socialist republic
The Chinese Communist Party has ruled the country since 1949, tolerating no opposition and often dealing brutally with dissent. The country's most senior decision-making body is the standing committee of the politburo.
Politburo members have never faced competitive election, making it to the top thanks to their patrons, abilities and survival instincts in a political culture where saying the wrong thing can lead to a life under house-arrest, or worse. Formally, their power stems from their positions in the politburo. But in China, personal relations count much more than job titles. A leader's influence rests on the loyalties he or she builds with superiors and proteges, often over decades. 
The politburo controls three other important bodies and ensures the party line is upheld. These are the Military Affairs Commission, which controls the armed forces; the National People's Congress, or parliament; and the State Council, the government's administrative arm.

[image: ]
QUESTION:
Contrast the political system of the China with the Austrian and US American one.
Ethnic Groups

Ethnic Groups	
Han Chinese	Minorities	91.51	8.49	


Religion	
Non-religious	Buddhism	Christian	Other	73.599999999999994	15.9	2.5	8	
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