


History of Norway
The early history
The land now known as Norway emerged from the last Ice Age thanks to the warming effect of the Gulf Stream. The glacial land became habitable [livable] from around 12,000 BC. The long coastline and good conditions for sealing [Robbenfang], fishing and hunting attracted people in numbers. Although it is believed that people arrived earlier, the oldest human skeleton found in Norway was carbon dated to 6,600 BC. 
Norway in the Iron Age
The Iron Age led to better tools and easier cultivation. New areas were cleared as the population grew with the increased harvests. An entirely new social structure evolved, called clans. Conflicts would be decided at a thing, a sacred [holy] place where punishments for crimes and other political issues would be discussed. From the first century AD, the expanding Roman Empire began to exert significant cultural influence. Norwegians created a runic alphabet and began trading furs and skins for luxury items from other lands. Powerful and wealthy farmers functioned as chieftains [Häuptling] and ruled areas of several settlements and tribes.
Viking Era
Perhaps the most famous period in Norwegian history, the Viking Age was a period of expansion not just for Norway, but the whole Nordic region. The first record of the Vikings was the late 8th-cenutry invasion of Lindisfarne, an island off the northeast coast of England. It was quite the way to announce themselves, as at the time, Lindisfarne monastery [Kloster] was considered one of the great sanctuaries [Heiligtümer] of the Christian Church in western Europe.
For more than three centuries, the Vikings voyaged and invaded neighboring countries. Little by little they acquired national identities and became Swedes, Danes and Norwegians. Local chieftains were administrating their own areas of the country until Harald Hårfagre united Norway into one kingdom and became the first king around 885.
The fundamental element for the Vikings was the ships, the instrument and symbol of Viking expansion. Due to the exceptional qualities and navigational skills, they spread across Europe, down the Caspian Sea, to Greenland and Iceland, and in the year 1000 to North America, where Leif Eriksson reached the American continent – about five hundred years earlier than Christopher Columbus. At that time Norway became a Christian country and the ruling king oppressed [unterdrücken] the Viking religion, but many people continued to hold on to the old beliefs. Traces of this Nordic mythology can still be seen in the names of the days of the week and in Norwegian holiday celebrations.
After hundreds of years with Viking plundering and raids, the Viking Age ended in 1066.
Unions
In the 14th Century Norway entered a union with their neighbors in the south, Denmark. In addition, the loss of political power was also affected by the Black Death [Pest] which killed more than 50% of the Norwegian population. The trading activity was taken over by the Hanseatic liege and for about 200 years they controlled the distribution of fish from Bergen to the Baltic area.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The kingdom was named “Denmark-Norway” and the capital was Copenhagen. Danish became the official language among state officials from 1450 and a considerable cultural integration took place. By the end of the period the economy in general was growing and the population increasing. The fight for a more independent position within the union was confirmed by establishing the University in Oslo in 1811.
The year 1814 is in many ways one of the most important years in Norway’s history. Norway was after the Napoleonic wars handed over to Sweden and was now suddenly in union with their neighbors to the east.
Independence and wars
The union with Sweden lasted less than 100 years and ended in 1905 as a result of a popular referendum [Volksabstimmung]. It was a “technical” union and no cultural integration took place between the two countries. The parliament was divided in two and the parliament building (Storting) and the Royal Palace were built during the middle of the 19th century – today forming the “heart” of the city center of Oslo.
Norway declared itself neutral in both the First and Second World War. After being invaded by Germany in 1940, Norwegians showed strong national resistance [Widerstand] towards the occupying force and with the help of allies [Verbündete], Norway was liberated in May 1945. After the war, Norway accepted the Marshall Plan and the country was rebuilt within a couple of years. Norway also became a member of NATO in 1952. The strong will to be “independent” is probably one of several reasons that explains the complexity regarding Norway`s relationship to Europe and to the fact that Norwegians have voted “No” to the European Union both in 1972 and in 1994.
Modern times
Crude oil [Erdöl] was discovered on Norway’s continental shelf in 1969 and this has undoubtably had a major impact the economy and life standards in Norway. The petroleum industry is essential to Norway's economy and the Norwegian oil company Equinor (formerly Statoil) is among the 50 biggest companies in the world, bigger than Nestlé, BMW and Boeing. The country became the second-largest oil exporter after Saudi Arabia in 1995. 
Norway is a good place to live and frequently on top of lists for best living standards, happiest people and so on. Norwegians are famed for being tolerant with a dry sense of humor, as well as having a strong sense of community.
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